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SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON IDIOTS 
AND EEEBLI>-1UNDED ON FIFTY-TWO BORDER- 
LINE CASES IN THE ROME STATE CUSTODIAL 
ASYLUM 
When the Committee on Idiots and Feeble-minded of the State 
Board of Charities made its annual visit to the Rome State Cua- 
todial Asylum in October, 1913, Dr. Bernstein, the superin- 
tendent, brought to the committee's attention a group of fifty-two 
children, many of whom he considered " border-line cases." The 
committee became deeply interested in the matter, particularly 
because many of the children were very young, and felt that in 
the interests of humanity and science the children should receive 
careful stndy to determine, first, the best course for the future 
of each child, second, the factors which had led to its commitment 
to Rome, and, third, the rate of progress and the probable future 
of these children who had proved themselves to be misfits in other 
institutions. With these reasons in mind it was decided to make 
a study of these children extending over a period of some years 
which should furnish material in the future for comparison with 
parallel cases. 

The children when first selected ranged in age from 3 to 18, 
with nine of them under 7 years of age and two-tiiirds of them 
under 14. The distribution was as follows : 
Age. Number 

3 yeara 2 

4 years 3 

5 years 1 

6 years 3 

7 years 7 

8 years ., 7 

9 years 6 

10 years 4 

11 years 5 

12 years 1 

13 years 5 

14 years 2 

16 years 3 

16 years 2 

18 years 1 

Total 52 
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The firat report on the children was made December 16, 1914, 
and appeared aa Bulletin IV of the Bureau of Analysis and Invea- 
tigation of the State Board of Charities. In this report were 
given a brief resume of the family history of each child, ^e 
circiunstanoes that led to his commitment to Rome, his conduct 
in Kome and the results of the Binet tests compared with those of 
the previous years. Those who were out of the institution, either 
aa paroled or dischai^ed patients, were visited in their homes. 

The diBtribution of the cases November 1, 1914, when the report 
was completed was as follows: 

In the institution 47 

Discharged or on parole, in the State 3 

Discharged, out of the State 1 

Dead 1 

Total 52 



The distribution November 1, 1915, is as follows: 

In Ae institution 37 

Discharged, in the State 12 

Discharged, out of the State 1 

Dead 2 

Total 52 



The present report deals with the progress or change in each 
individual, both in conduct on the wards and in grading accord- 
ing to the Binet-Simon scale. The material in the report of 
December, 1914, has not been repeated and the present report 
is intended to be read as supplemental to and in conjunction with 
that report 

In November, 1914, after due consideration of the factors of 
reaction to environment, both past and present, the family history 
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and the result of mental tests extending over a period of a year, 
the children were grouped under the following headings : 

I. No evidence of feeble-mindedncfls 5 

II. In need of r^;ular training and further supervision 

with view to restoration 8 

III. Feeble-minded 31 

IV. Discharged or on parole 8 

Total 52 



Reinvestigation of the cases was made October 4 to November 2, 
1915. 

The five children who gave no evidence of feeble-mindedness 
were all young and their future was of especial interest to the 
committee from a humanitarian point of view. Four of these 
children have been dischai^d and correspondence is in progress 
for the discharge of the fifth. These children have been out of 
the institution for less than a year and are still on trial to a cer- 
tain extent. As may be seen from the individual notes, No. 1, 
Joseph W., is the most satisfactory of these children. At 5 years 
of age he is doing first grade school work and no peculiarities are 
noticed. No, 2, Elmer D,, is less satisfactory. He has not 
made a year's prioress in the last year, according to tiie Binet 
tests, and he does not play well with the other children. How- 
ever, he responds well to school work and is learning to associate 
with other children. No. 3, Harold H,, is at a great disadvantage 
from the syphilitic scars on his face, and he has many things to 
learn about living outside an institution. According to the Binet 
tests he has made a year's progress each year for the last four 
years, is exactly up to age mentally and is doing average work in 
the second grade. No. 4, Edward Grey B., is still in Rome. 
He is now 6 years old and is one year retarded by the Binet tests. 
His discharge is desirable. No. 5, Edward S., has made a year's 
progress as measured by the Binet tests and is one year retarded. 
In comparison with the orphan asylum children he is not con- 
sidered normal. 

The group of possible restoration cases included eight children. 



b, Google 



Two of these have made such marked progreea in the last year 
that their early dischai^ from the institution is desirable. No. 6, 
Howard T., is 8 years old, is one year retarded mentally and has 
made a year's progress in the last year. He shows no physical 
abnormalities and no marked mental peculiarities. No. 11, 
Bicbard L., has a pronounced speech defect and is rather nervous, 
but he has prt^ressed more than a year in the last year according 
to the Blnet teats and at 12 years of age he tests 10.1. It ia 
desirable that he should have regular school training, as there 
seems to be a good prospect for him to take his place in society. 
One child, No. 9, has made a year's progress in the last year, but 
is one year retarded and his peculiarities are such that he should 
he held longer in the institution. Five of these children have 
made no progress in iJie last year, hence there is less hope for a 
successful future than l^ere was a year ago. 

The group of thirty-one feeble-minded children are passed with- 
out further comment, except that those who are on parole are 
discussed below. 

From the point of view of a continued study the children of 
the group who were outside the institution are the most interest- 
ing as it gives an opportunity to observe the child under a variety 
of conditions. 

Of the seven who were in homes outside the institution last 
year, Nos. 46, David V,, and 49, Louis M,, have been returned 
because they were unable to get along, and No. 48, Louis R., has 
been committed to another institution for the feeble-minded. 
No. 45, Paul G., is still at his home and cannot be considered 
to be getting along well. The fortunes of No. 50, Theodore F., 
cannot be followed as the family have left the State. No. 47, 
Fred S., is an amiable, feeble-minded boy in a good home and 
No. 51, Helen C, is getting along fairly well under good 
supervision. 

Of the twelve who are dischai^ed at the present time and are 
in the State, four were accounted for in the group of children 
not feeble-minded, four in the group of those on parole last year, 
and there are four others, namely. No. 15, Meyer L., who is get- 
ting along fairly well under his father's care; No. 25, Harold C, 
who is working on a farm and is not very satisfactory ; No. 35, 
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Philip W., who is working on a farm; No. 40, Mabel C, whoae 
discharge to her unsuitable home is deplorable. 

The Physical Growth of the Children. — The majority of. the 
children of this group have not yet Unisbed their growth and 
physical measurementa are a convenient indication of th^ 
physical condition. The height, weight and strength of grip 
were taken for all of the children who were in Rome in October, 
ldl5, and for as many of the others as convenient. It was found 
that in tiiese respects the children compare favorably with children 
of corresponding ages outside the institution, and in many caaes 
they are taller and weigh more than the average for their agee. 
As these children receive no different care than the other patients 
on the wards this is a favorable comment upon the food and care 
given to the patients in Borne. 

The accompanying table shows the height in inches, the wdig^t 
in pounds, strength of grip in kilograms for the best time in three 
trials, the form-hoard time in seconds for the beet in three trials, 
the age in years and fractious, and the mental age in years and 
fifths ; thus, 7.3 indicates seven years and three-fifths. The norma 
for height and weight are taken from Cornell's tables in Health 
and Medical Inspection of School Children; the norms for strength 
of grip from Smedley's tables with those for left and right ro- 
versed for left-handed subjects, but not for ambidextrous ones; 
for the standards for the form-board time Sylvester's table given 
in Bulletin V of the Bureau of Analysis and Investigation is 
followed. In making up the table the age most nearly correspond- 
ing to the weight of the subject is entered in the " age for weight " 
column, and in a similar fashion the entries for " age for height," 
etc., are made. The height, weight and strength of grip cor^ 
respond most closely with the physical age, while the form-board 
time corresponds in many eases with the mental age. 
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The Training of the Children. — Dr. Bernstein, the superin- 
tendent, has kindly furnished the outline given on pp. 10-11 of 
the training which these children have received to September, 1915, 
to which has been added the physical and the mental ages. This 
training, which ia the same as is received by the rank and file of 
the yoimger children at Rome, is admirably fitted to develop the 
feeble-minded of the custodial type for happy and useful careers. 
These fifty-two children, who were selected two years ago as a 
group who mi^t at some time take their places in society, have 
received no different or more intensive training. Formal school 
work of the primary grades should be within the power even of 
the feeblfr-minded who have the mental ability of 6 or 7 year old 
children, and those children who show any indication of develop- 
ing normally should have the advantage of regular school work. 
Children who are border-line cases, or childrrai who are admitted 
for observation, should have no part of their formative years 
lost by deprivation of ordinary and special training. 

Need of a Clearing House. — Proper standards of comparison 
are essential in determining the status of a child. Eddie S. and 
Elmer D,, who appeared unusually bright at Some, are backward 
and peculiar when compared to orphan asylum children. Harold 
H. was a promising chUd in Eome; outside he is r^arded as a 
problem because he differs from other children. In view of tlie 
youth of the children their venture into the outside world is desir- 
able, but their future is a matter of conjecture. The committee 
in its report of December 16, 1914, urged for the serious con- 
sideration, of the Board the need of a special clearing house where 
children whose mental ability is open to question may be observed, 
examined and trained for as long a time as may seem desirable. 
Your committee is now of the opinion that such a clearing house 
should be established as an independent institution and not in 
connection with any existing institution, for if border-line chil- 
dren are passed on by those who habitually associate with the 
feeble-minded the prognosis is apt to be too favorable, whereas if 
judgment is passed by those who deal only with normal children 
it may be too severe. The staff of a clearing house should include 
a physician and a psychologist and a highly competent house 
mother who could observe shrewdly the conduct of tiie child. The 
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diagDQsig, or the plan for the future, should be made by a com- 
petent staff of unbiased observera who can compare the doubtful 
cases both with feeble-minded and normal children and thus weigh 
impartially all the factors in the case. Decision as to the future 
of border-line cases is fraught ■with so much importance, both for 
the individuals themselves and for the State, that it must be made 
by competent, wise and open-minded authoirities after profound 
study and in a perfectly judicial manner. 

A Bestoration School. — There would come to the clearing house 
many cases for whom intensive training along specialized lines 
would be deemed essential, hence the next step in the development 
of the system is a restoration school to carry out effectively the 
program laid down by the clearing house staff, where every- 
thing possible would be done to correct the physical, mental and 
moral faults. Thus the time which the child spends while under 
observation would be a distinct advantage to him, rather than a 
loss. Effective machinery for the passing on of children from 
the school as soon as the clearing house should recommend it, 
would be necessary in order that the school should not become 
clogged either with normal children or custodial cases. 

The committee desires to express its appreciation of the assist- 
ance rendered by Dr. Bernstein, the superintendent, the staff of 
resident physicians, the teachers and those in charge of the chil- 
dren in the determination of the physical growth and general 
conduct of the fifty-two border-line cases. The work of investiga- 
tion, this year and last, was done by Investigator Marion Collins 
of the Bureau of Analysis and Investigation by direction of the 
committee. This report, with its tables and schedules, has been 
prepared by that department of which Dr. Gertrude E, Hall is 
the head. 

Summary, — The committee finds that : 

1. Of the five children whose discharge was recommended last 
year, four have been dischai^ed. The group of eight possible 
restoration cases has dwindled to two, Nos. 7 and 9, with the good 
progress of two of the cases, Nos, 6 and 11, and tiie lack of 
progress of the other four. 

2, The height and weight of the children indicate satisfactory 
physical growth, but the training given, while adapted well to the 
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ieebl&onuided, is not wholly satisfactory for border-line or possible 
restoration cases. 

3. Tbe parole or placing out of feeble-minded patients, 
especially girls, requires extreme caution, and the assurance of 
eKcellent supervision. 

Reoommemdations ; 

1, The committee reeommeods the discharge of ISo. 4 and the 
trial outeide of I^os. 6 and 11. 

2. The committee again recommends the establishment of a 
clearing house system for more complete methods of diagnosis of 
mental defect and in connection with this a restoration school to 
carry out the recommendations of the clearing house. 

SIMON W. ROSENDALE, 

Chairman, 
STEPHEN SMITH, M. D., 
B. W. BUEDICK, 
Commiitee on Idiots and Feeble-Minded. 
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Chart Showing Mental and Physical Aobs or 52 Cjiiuiren WirH Dates 
OF Examination. Noa. 1-17. 
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Chart Showino Mental and Physical Aooa of 52 Childbex With Dates 
OP Examination. Noa. 35-62. 
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■ No. 1 
Joseph W. Na 2389. Age, 5 8/12. Memtal age, 5.1. 

Joseph is the child who was considered the most hopeful of the 
fifty-two Rome cases. He was discharged from Rome January 4, 
1916, stayed for about a mouth in an orphan asylum aud was then 
placed in a good boarding home with other children. He had 
just passed his fifth birdiday when he was sent to a parochial day 
school and during the spring he was an annoyance, as he was not 
accustomed to school discipline, disturbed the other children and 
would not stay in his seat. When he came to school in September, 
however, he was so much improved that he is now doing regular 
first grade work. His teacher reports that he is hampered by 
defective vision, for he cannot see the blackboard well, but is 
keeping up with the other children in first grade work. In his 
boarding home he receives plenty of pe4;ting and attention and 
his affectionate confidence in people speaks well for the atmosphere 
in which he lives. Those working with him do not report any 
marked peculiarities or any traits which would characterize him 
as an atypical child. 

No. 2 
Elmbb D. No. 2215. Age, 8 6/12. Mental age, 7.3. 

In October, 1914, Elmer was listed as one of the children who 
gave no evidence of feeblemindedness. He was discharged from 
Rome in August, 1915, and placed in a small orphan asylum. 
Here the matron, while not able to state definitely how he differs 
from other children, regards him as a peculiar child. The shy- 
ness which his attendants at Rome felt that he had overcome to 
some extent is still a handicap. He is a good deal cowed by the 
larger boys, plays by himself mostly and sometime starts yelling 
like a young Indian. He is doing first grade school work and 
his teadier hopes that by giving him special attention she may 
be able to start him in the second grade this year. According to 
the Binet teeta he has not made a year's progress in the last year, 
for in October, 1914, he graded 7 years, mentally, while in 
October, 1915, he grades 7.3, which makes him one year retarded. 
He is rwponding to the present training and can be cared for 
where he is at present without barm to the other children and 
with benefit to himself. 
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No. 3 
Kabou) H. No. 1748. Age, 9. Mental age, 9. 

Harold was listed last year as a child who gave no evidence 
of feeblfr-mindedness and hence should have the benefit of training 
outside the institution. He was discharged from Bome Octobet 4, 
1916, and was visited November 2, 1915. He is in a boarding 
home where there are no other children, and his boarding mother 
considers him a trying child and rather peculiar. He has much 
to leam in the way of table manners and other usages about a 
private home; he is not always truthful and has some trouble 
playing with the other children. In the district school he has 
just been put in the second grade and the teacher considers his 
work about tip to the average. He says about half o£ the clasB 
do better worit than he, and about half do poorer. The trouble 
Harold gets into with the other children is largely of his own 
making. According to the Binet tests Harold has been exactly 
normal for the last four years. The child is handicapped by his 
bad syphilitic scars. His nose ia tmder and bleeds easily, and he 
is repulsive to some. He also has a good deal to learn, in the 
way of adjusting himself to life outside an institution. He 
needs more than an ordinary amount of help to enable him to take 
his place in the world, but it is believed that the effort expended 
upon him may be worth while. 

No. 4 
Edwabd Gbey B. No. 2188. Age, 6 1/12. Mental age, 5.1. 
The child is attractive in appearance and is normal in height 
and weight. Has adenoids. He is not so stubborn as he was a 
year ago, is plucky, a great talker, and will do what he can to get 
his own way. In kindergarten work he plays too hard to do well 
with the other children and has little sense of rhythm. According 
to the Binet tests he has progressed normally for the last two 
years. As stated in 1914, there is no evidence that the child is 
feeble-minded, and after the adenoids have been corrected, as is 
the present plan, he should be sent out from the Home State Cus- 
todial Asylum. 
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No. 5 
Edwaed S. No. 2354. Age, 6 3/12. Mental age, 5.3. 

Two mouths ago Eddie was discharged from Eome to an orphan 
asylum. This institution has an infant department separate from 
the cottages for the older children. His size and age warranted 
classification with the older children, but he did not get along 
well with them for he was too babyish, so that he was put with the 
little children. He is too large for this department, but he has 
not become a special problem thus far. His matron does not con- 
sider him a normal child ; he cries violently over very simple 
matters and is babyish for his age. Although tall, sturdy and 
rather attractive, the other children consider him " queer." 
According to the Binet tests he has advanced from 3.4 in October, 
1914, to 5.3 in October, 1915. The child is making progress and 
now has a fair opportunity to show his ability. 

No. 6 
HowAED T. No. 2212. Age, 8 4/12 or 8 10/12. Mental age, 7. 
Howard is a bright appearing boy, slightly above the average 
for hei^t and weight, with no physical abnormalities. His 
teachers report that he can learn readily. He can enunciate per- 
fectly, but ordinarily his speech is careless and even defective, 
like that of the other children on the ward. He is considered 
rather noisy and mischievous. Mentally he has made a year's 
progress in the last year and he is one year retarded. In the 
report of 1914 he was placed at the head of the hopeful cases and 
at present there seems no justification in calling the boy feeble- 
minded. He should be discharged. 

No. 7 
LuELLA M. No. 2281. Age, 8. Mental age, 6.4. 

The affectionate, appealing manner which characterized Luella 
last year is still marked. - However, she has what the teachers 

call the M disposition, that is, at times she refuses absolutely 

to take part in games or school work. Her height is normal for 
her age, but she is under weight. Mentally she has made little 
progr^s since October, 1914, so that her future is less hopeful 
than it was a year ago. She should be kept under observation 
and given the best possible training. 
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John H. No. 2493. Age, 9 10/12. Mental age, 7.1. 

Jolm has shown littlo change or improvemeiLt in the last jeai. 
Handicapped by defective vision and lack of vigor and making 
no progress m^itally he is a less hopeful case than he was a year 
ago. He is eouphatioell; in need of the supervision and medical 
care which ho ia at present receiving. 

No. 9 
Abkaham N. No. 2492. Age, 5 6/12. Mental age, 4.4. 

On the wards Aby is a clean child who has a reputation for 
restlessness, for bothering the other children and for meanness. 
In a short interview he appears to be merely a funny, talkative 
little fellow. According to the Binet tests he has made a year's 
progress in the last year. A stubborn scalp disease makes it out 
of the question to consider any further plans for him at present. 

No. 10 
HifiAM V. No. 2218. Age, 10 4/12. Mental age, 7.1. 

There has been little change from a year ago, except in physical 
growth which has been normal. Everywhere he is a quiet, good 
boy, apparently thoughtful, but with little spirit or initiativa 
Judging from the Binet tests he is a less hopeful case than a year 
ago, for he is a year older and grades the same mentally. 

No. 11 
RiCHAED L. No. 2100. Age, 12 2/12. Mental age, 10.1. 

' Eichard shows a gratifying improvement over a year ago, both 
by the evidence of the mental tests and his conduct on the wards. 
He is well developed physically and is manly in appearance. He 
still has a speech defect which makes him self-conscious, and he 
has a bad temper which is under fairly good control. Mentally 
he has progressed more than a year in the last year. His indus- 
trial work is good, but he is behind in school work, due to lack of 
systematic training. In view of his progress in the last year, 
and his present retardation of but two years, no time should be 
lost in sending him out to prepare him for life outside the institu- 
tion. 
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No. 12 
Chablbs M. No. 2314. Age, 9. Mental age, 6.2. 

ThiB child IB lees hopeful than last year, as be has gained but 
2 points according to the Binet tests. He continues to be normal 
in appearance and growth. He was reported last year as mean 
to the other children, stubbom, quarrelsome and given to swearing. 
His caretakers report no improvement and further state that in 
a fight he is always beaten. Charles should be under observation 
for a longer period before a final decision is mada 

No. 13 
John D. No. 2150. Age, 11. Mental age, 8. 

John is especially adapted to industrial work, which he learns 
readily. His mind closes up to mental effort and thoughts come 
slow and hard. After three years and a half in primary work 
he is not able to write his name. He is a good and useful boy 
on the wards, although bad habits are reported and he is getting 
lees responsiva He should be trained indiistrially for a useful 
institutional career. 

No. 14 
Heeman M. No. 2283. Age, 6. Mental age, 4.3. 

Herman has made progress, both in growth and mental ability, 
in the last year. He has adenoids badly, is a niouth breather and 
is not always cleanly. In disposition he has not improved, but 
has become mean and quarrelsome. Usually he is alert and active, 
but at times both in kindergarten and on the ward he simply sita 
still and cannot be forced or persuaded to take part with the others. 
He is still two years retarded, although he has advanced a year by 
the Binet scale since October, 1914. 

No. 15 
Mbyee L. No. 2160. Age, 15 6/12. Meaital age, 12. 

Meyer has been given the Binet tests repeatedly for demonstra- 
tions of the system and always succeeds in grading 12 years 
mentally. In November, 1914, Meyer was tried on a farm, but 
was returned almost immediately as " not competent to do the 
work required, especially if left alone." This was at the place 
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,.Iip W., No. 36, 18 now working. It may be said, however, 
^at Meyer had had less training in farm work than Philip. 
June 7, 1915, Meyer was discharged to his father who keeps a 
Eonall tailoring shop. He is with his father in the shop, does 
errands for him, delivers and does some pressing. His father 
does not expect or wish him to learn the trade, but thinks that 
after a couple of years Meyer may go out on a farm, which is 
what he wishes to do. The father, while realizing the boy's con- 
dition, says that he is doing better than he ever hoped he would; 
he is obedient, can find his way about the eity, and is now cleanly. 
The home is in a poor section, as the father has had a struggle 
to get started in the city where he now lives. The mother is 
energetic and appears intelligent. They are both hopeful about 
Meyer and at present the boy seems to be getting along without 
trouble. 

No. 16 
Haeold R. No. 2178. Age, 9 9/12. Mental age, 4.4. 

Harold is still the affectionate, appealing child of a year ago, 
always looking for something new and not keeping at the same 
l^ing for any length of time. He is alert and ready in kinder- 
garten work, but hia attendants say he knows less than he did a 
year ago. According to the mental tests he has made no progress, 
for in October, 1914, he graded 5.1, while in October, 1915, he 
graded 4.4. He has forgotten the colors, which he knew last year, 
and cannot distinguish between the weights. He is far leas hope- 
ful than last year and is now positively in the feeble-minded class. 

No. 17 
Waltek H. No. 2027. Age, 9. Mental age, 5.4. 

Aside from 3 points advance according to the Binet scale, and 
some physical growth, there is little change in this boy. He is 
given to such malicious mischief as climbing up to turn off the 
lights, opening the valve to let the steam escape and hurting the 
other children. An officer says, '•' There is always a wail follow- 
ing Walter's wake." He is very uniruthful. The child ia prop- 
erly a custodial case. 
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No. 18 
Douglas T. No. 1764. Age, 11 5/12. Mental age, 7.3. 

This is an alert, happy boy, normal in height and weight, a good 
worker and quite a good boy on the ward and in the induatrial 
classes. According to the mental tests there has been little change, 
for a year ago he tested 7.1. His attendants feel that there has 
been improvement in behavior. He is an amiable, vrilling, feeble- 
minded boy. 

No. 19 
Habold T. No. 1817. Age, 10 6/12. Mental age, 7.1. 

For the last three years Harold has tested about 7 years, men- 
tally, by the £inet tests. In December, 1913, his mental age 
was 7, in October, 1914, 6.3, and in October, 1915, 7.1. The 
boy is uneven in temperament, which may account for the irregu- 
larity of the £inet grading. At times he is alert and a good 
worker, again he is dull and lifeless and at other times is in a 
violent, noisy temper without adequate cause. He is a better 
worker than a year ago, but mentally he is not progressing. 

No. 20 
Walter T. No. 1778. Age, 10 2/12. Mental age, 7.4. 

Walter has made improvement in the last year, both according 
to the mental tests and the statement of his caretakers. He has 
diown an irregularity in development, for in December, 1913, he 
graded 6.4, in October, 1914, 6.1 and in October, 1915, 7.4. He 
is a good worker and learns new work readily. His case is more 
hopeful than a year ago and he should be given aU the formal 
training possible. His industrial work is good. 

No. 21 
Hakkv S. No. 2205. Age, 9. Mental age, 6. 

The child is, if anything, more pinched and frail than a year 
ago, is not able to throw off a scalp disease and has the hei^t and 
weight of a 7-year old child, although he is just 9. No improve- 
moit is reported on the wards where he is quiet but " sly " aod 
will lie and steal. Mentally he has made nearly a year's progreea 



ov Google 



23 

in the last year, but is now exactly 3 years retarded. His case 
is no more hopeful than laat year ; he is still in need of medical 
supervision and cara 

No. 22 
Haeold G. No. 1685. Age, 10 9/12. Mental age, 7.1. 

Aside from growing taller there has been little change in Harold 
in the last year. He is a clean, alert, willing boy, mischievous, 
but a favorite. He has gained 2 points by the Binet tests in the 
last yeaT. In December, 1913, he graded 6.2, in October, 1914, 
6.4 and in October, 1915, 7.1; this indicates that his mental 
progress is very slow. He is a feeble-minded boy who can be 
trained to useful work about the institution. 

No. 23 ■ 
Gladys B. No. 2548. Age, 10 5/12. Mental age, 7. 

Gladys is less attractive than she was a year ago, but as talk- 
ative as ever, talking mostly of the things she had at home and 
what she did when she went to " high school," and she memorizes 
easily. The information which she volunteers makes a good im- 
pressiouj but when questioned she fails. A typical answer is 
the one to the difference between a fly and a butterfly : "A fly 
flies in houses and a butterfly up in the sky and down in the grass. 
I know about grasshoppers, they eat grass." In the last year 
she has progressed from 6.1 to 7, mentally, keeping her retard- 
ation at 3 years. Her form perception and muscular co-ordination 
have improved and it seems probable that there may be still further 
mental growth. 

No. 24 
Feed S. No. 2183. Age, 13. Mental age, 9.2. 

During the last year Fred has progressed well with his music, 
is one of the best in the kindergarten games and can write his 
nama He can usually be managed easily, but occasionally is 
very stubborn. By the Binet tests he has progressed from 8.3, 
in December, 1913, to 9.2, in October, 1915, which ia extremely 
slow progress. His teachers express a hope that he will develop 
into a normal boy, as he takes hold of his work so well and there 
seems to be a chance for further development. 
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No. 25 
Haboik C. No. 2110. Age, 18 8/12. Mental age, 10.1. 

Harold went out on parole in July, 1915, to work on a farm, 
but he has not proved entirely satiafactory, as lie continually wets 
the bed at night, is impudent and not obedient. He cannot be 
depended upon to do his work alona A good point iu his favor 
is that he is kind to the animals. The home he is in is apparently 
a good farm home. Mentally he is at a standstill, for in October, 
1914, he tested 10.2, vrhile in October, 1915, he tested the same, 
although in the meantime he had been working in the printing 
office and at tbe switchboard. As a telephone operator he learned 
the woA pretty well, but was impatient of advice and insisted 
upon having things his own way. 

No. 26 
Ohables B. No. 1753. Died September 8, 1915. 

The child fell over the banister as ho was coming in from the 
playground and died as a result of a fractured skull. The autopsy 
was carried only far enough to establish tie cause of death. Notes 
from the protocol follow : " Head abnormal shape, a marked 
bulging being present over middle line of bregma." * * * 
" Over right parietal bone there is an area from which the bone is 
absent, the bone is very thin at the edges. A fracture extends 
from right te left transversely and obliquely forward crossing the 
squamosis portion of temporal bone and extending te the base of 
the skull. At the base of the occiput there are three round holea 
connecting with the cranial cavity through which there ia con- 
siderable exudation of blood." 

No. 27 
Stillman M. No. 2284. Age, 10. Mental age, 6.i. 

Stillman shows the result of a year's training in his improved 
posture and better speech. His attendants see no change. Like 
the other children of the family he ia unresponsive and apparently 
stubborn at times, while at others he can do nearly everydilng 
that is required of him. He is not entirely cleanly. Mentally 
he has made a year's progress, as he tested 5.4 in October, 1914, 
and 6.4 in October, 1915. 
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No. 28 
Eva C. No. 1725. Age, 11 5/12. Mental age, 6.3. 

Eva is a scraWDj, undersized child with very thin, hairy arms, 
who has made little pn^ress of any kind in the last year. In 
October, 1914, she tested 6,2 by the Binet test&, while in October, 
1915, she grades 6.3. This makes a ptresent retardation of 
5 years. Her future is leas hopeful than a year ago. 

No. 29. 
Ralph I. No. 1832. Age, 9 2/12. Mental age, 4.4. 

There has been practically no improvement in the last year 
for Kalph. He is fair and pretty and makes a good impression 
by his eagerness to try new things. His speech is quite imperfect 
In addition to his meanness, which was marked a year ago, he 
has developed into a glib little liar and carries off the things he 
wants. A year ago he tested 4.2 by the Binet teeta and now 
grades 4.4 which shows little progress and makes him less hapefnl 
than last year. 

No. 30 
Gjlrltos W. No. 2745. Age, 10. Mental age, 5.4. 

Carlton is a good, amiable little boy, frequently ill because he 
overloads his stomach. When given the testa he was ready to 
laugh and be amused, and volunteered to sing his kindergarten 
songs, the words of which he remembered. Mentally he has pro- 
gressed slowly for the last two years. In December, 1913, he 
tested 4.4, in October, 1914, 5.2, and in October, 1915, 5.4. His 
retardation is greater this year than last, hence he is less hopeful 
than thuL 

No. 31. 
Abbaeam V, No. 2055. Age, 11. Mental age, 7. 

His attendants report that they can see no change in Abraham 
since last year. He has a very decided speech defect which has 
not improved. According to the Binet teets he has made one 
year's progress mentally, so that his retardation now is 4 years, 
as it was last year. 
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No. 32 
Matthew H. No. 1742. Age, 12 6/12. Mental age, 7.2. 

Matt, has developed into a very good kitchen helper within the 
last year. Fonnerly he made frequent visits to the hospital as 
a result of having eaten food that did not agree with him, but he 
now has learned what he can eat without suffering and cannot be 
induced to indulge in harmful food. Once in a while, perhaps 
twice a year, he gets " dopey " and soils hia clothes, otherwise he 
is clean. According to the Binet tests he has made little progress 
in the last four years. In October, 1912, his mental age was 7, 
in October, 1914, it was the same and in October, 1915, he graded 
7.2. This makes his present retardation 5 years. 

No. 33. 
Lbstbb H. No. 1638. Age, 11. Mental age, 6. 

There is little that is new to report in the case of Lester since 
last year. His attendant says he is a talker and "disturbs the 
other kids " and cannot be depended upon. A year ago he graded 
5,2 by the Binet testa and at present be grades 6, showing a Uttle 
progress, but not what might be expected for a whole year. His 
present retardation of 5 years at the age of 11 makes his future 
far from hopeful. 

No. 34 
Thomas K. No. 2322. Age, 12. Mental age, 6.4. 

Thomas was reported last year as a boy of very bad habits who 
baa to be watched when with little boys. When the attendant is 
out of sight Tonomy goes about stirring the other boys up to mi»- 
diief, then when the attendant appears he announces, " I didn't 
do anything." From the evidence of the Binet tests he has made 
no progress since June, 1913, when be graded exactly 7. In the 
present examination his rating was 6.4. There are no indications 
now of further mental development. 

No. 35 
Philip W. No. 2198. Age, 13 6/12. Mental age, 7.3. 

This boy's frank appearance and ready conversation give the 
impression of much better mental ability than he is found upon 
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questioning actually to possess. He is discharged from the insti- 
tution and is working for a fanner living about two miles from 
there. He is working for his clothes and a little spending money, 
and professes to be very much pleased with the place. He goes 
to church if he gets through his choree in time, but i£ not he " just 
goes nutting." He is unable to make change, and although the 
investigator spent some little time trying to teach him, he could 
not learn how. His development has stopped pretty evenly at the 
T year level, for beyond that he answered only three questions, 
these in the 8 year group. The boy seems healthy and happy, but 
with a mentality of 7 years and no family to fall back upon, 
he is poorly equipped to make his own way in the world. The 
mere matter of being unable to make change exposes him to 
exploitation. 

No. 36 
Leom C. Age, 15 8/12. Mental age, 10.1. 

In none of the cases has there been a more gratifying improve- 
ment than in this boy. His present mental grading is 10.1 in 
contrast to that of last year of 8.2 and of January, 1913, of 6.4. 
His statement that " they can't stick him on anything in the 
sewing room " is corroborated by the testimony of those he works 
for. He also possesses a sense of humor unusual in. the mentally 
defective. Unfortunately he is still a bedwetter, but when this is 
overcome it seems that he may have a fighting chance in the out- 
side world. 

No. 37 
Geoeqe M. No. 2180. Age, 17 9/12. Mental age, 9.2. 

Since last year George has developed a positive case of pul- 
monary tuberculosis and shows signs of insanity. His ugly dis- 
position and violent temper interfere with medical treatment, as 
he had to be removed from the tuberculosis pavilion because he 
smashed the windows and struck the patients when the attendant 
was out of sight ; when the attendant was there he took his temper 
out in swearing violently. Mentally he is making no progress, 
as he grades exactly the same by the Binet tests as last year. He 
has a high opinion of himself and talks constantly when he can 
get an audience, going from one idea to another without coher- 
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No. 38 
Lebot L. No. 1834. Age, 13. Mental ago, 6. 

As was the caae a year ago, Leroy is a good, willing boy, but 
he does not know enough to do much. His good disposition is 
reflected in his face, which is usually smiling. Mentally he has 
made practically no progress in the last year, aa he then graded 
5.4 and this year 6. His present retardation la 7 years and there 
is little prospect that he will ever be anything but a custodial casa 

No. 39 
Haebiet M. No. 2017. Age, 16. Mental age, 7.2. 

Harriet is a stubborn, undersized and dull appearing girL 
Her scholastic attainments are such that she is able to write her 
own name and give the simple number combinations, but she can- 
not count backward from 20 nor give the value of 3 two and 
3 one cent stamps. She does not seem to be advancing any ment- 
ally, for a year ago she tested 7.2 by the Binet tests and tiiis year 
7.2. Her present retardation is such that it seems that she should 
be a permanent custodial case. 

No. 40 
Mabel D. No. 2194. Age, 15. Mental age, 6.4. 

Mabel was discharged from Kome to her mother October 4, 
1915. She was visited November 1, 1915, at her home on the 
banks of the canal. Mabel was very dirty, both her person and 
her clothes. The family were moving the day of the call, hence 
the condition of the home was not normal, but l^e clothes of all 
of the children showed more dirt than could have been gathered 
up incidentally in the course of moving. Since Mabel has been 
discharged the family have applied for public relief and a eom- 
' plaint has been made against the family on account of the filth 
in the home and the care the children have been receiving. 
Mabel's mother herself states that one of the men on the place 
followed Mabel down cellar and handled her indecently, and that 
she has to watch, because she fears another man on the farm will 
misuse her if he can. The visitor listened to a loud-voiced quarrel 
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between tlie mother and one of these men when the children were 
present. The local authorities are investigating the case, which 
is now an open one, and the recommitment o£ Mabel is under 
conBideration.* Mentally she has made no improvement in the 
last year, as she tested exactly 7 years mentally in October, 1914, 
and 6.4 November 1, 1915. On the wards she was stubborn, 
masturbated and taught other children to do the same. There 
are records on file in Mabel's history to show that Mabel's mother 
is an immoral, inferior woman who has been the recipient of 
public charity in several counties of the State, who has lived 
immorally with different men and who has begged. The records 
also show that the step-father is a worthless, drinking man. The 
purposes of the State are poorly served in providing custodial 
care for its mental defectives when a feeble-minded girl of 15 is 
discharged to a home so undesirable that official complaint is made 
of it, when information is on record to show the status of the homa 

No. 41 
JoHH B. No. 1849. Age, 17 8/12. Mental age, 7. 

There has been practically no change in John since last year, 
unless he appears slightly less robust. He is well employed on 
one of the institution farms, and any mental effort is apparently 
wearing for him. He is a good worker. He has apparently passed 
the age for further mental development, as in June, 1913, he 
graded 7.3 by the Binet teats; in October, 1914, 7.1, and in 
October, 1915, exactly 7. The institution is pursuing the best 
plan for this boy in keeping him employed on the farm, where 
he is useful and happy. 

No. 42 
William M. No. 2653. Age, 18 6/12. Mental age, 7.4. 

William is another boy who has reached the height of hia 
mental attainments. He is a good worker and has a good dis- 
poeition, and is busy on one of the farms. In June, 1913, he 
graded 8 years ; in October, 1914, he graded 7,3 ; in October, 1915, 
7.4. The policy of keeping this boy employed on the farm is a 
good one. 
• Keadmitted to Rome State Custodial ABjlum, Nov. 1, 1915. 
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No. 43 
Arthdb p. No. 2132. Age, 13 8/12. Mental age, B 
Arthur is undersized and appears like a younger c 
motor co-ordination is poor, but is evidently capable of training, 
as he displayed proudly how well he had learned to march. 
Mentally he has made no appreciable gain, for in October, 1914, 
he graded 4.4, while in October, 1915, he graded 5.1. He is a 
child who should be trained for useful institutional life. 

No. 44 
Elliot E. No. 1768. Age, 13. Mental age, 6. 

There is nothing new to be said for Elliot. He appeared a 
bit better than he did a year ago, but bis attendants can see no 
improvement. He is the picture of amiability with his broad 
grin, but his ability is decidedly limited. He has gained two 
points by the Binet scale, for a year ago he tested 5.3, while now 
he grades exactly 6 years. This may prove to be the height of his 
attainments. 

No. 45 
PaulG. No. 2382. Age, 15 9/12. Mental age, 9.3 (1913). 

Paul's prospects are no more settled and probably lees than 
they were a year ago. He still lives with his mother, but she has 
lost the little control she had over him. She constantly irritates 
him and he responds by breaking furniture and throwing things 
at her. He has worked at mowing lawns and at odd jobs during 
the summer and has about maintained himself, but tbe prospects 
are not so good for the winter. His mother feels that something 
rOsje-t be done, for she professes to be afraid of him and a few 
other people who know the situation agree with her, while Paul's 
friends rise in indignation at the idea of sending Paul back to 
Rome, "where they did not teach him to read although he was 
there a year and a half." There is a general agreement that Paul 
should be sent to some institution for training, but they cannot 
find one in the State that is quite good enough for him, Paul is 
going with undesirable companions, but he does not drink or use 
tobacco. Abstinence from swearing is not one of his virtues, nor is 
cleanliness another, for he finds baths too much bother. Probably 
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